defence of freedom and peace, october 16, 1938
faced in good time, and plain declarations made, and meant, how
different would our prospects be to-day!
But all these backward speculations belong to history. It is
no good using hard words among friends about the past, and
reproaching one another for what cannot be recalled. It is the
future, not the past, that demands our earnest and anxious thought.
We must recognise that the Parliamentary democracies and
liberal, peaceful forces have everywhere sustained a defeat which
leaves them weaker, morally and physically, to cope with dangers
which have vastly grown. But the cause of freedom has in it a
recuperative power and virtue which can draw from misfortune
new hope and new strength. If ever there was a time when men
and women who cherish the ideals of the founders of the British
and American Constitutions should take earnest counsel with one
another, that time is now.
All the world wishes for peace and security. Have we gained it
by the sacrifice of the Czechoslovak Republic ? Here was the model
democratic State of Central Europe, a country where minorities
were treated better than anywhere else. It has been deserted,
destroyed and devoured. It is now being digested. The question
which is of interest to a lot of ordinary, common people, is
whether this destruction of the Czechoslovak Republic will bring
upon the world a blessing or a curse.
We must all hope it will bring a blessing; that after we have
averted our gaze for a while from the process of subjugation and
liquidation, everyone will breathe more freely; that a load will
be taken off our chests ; that we shall be able to say to ourselves :
" Well, that's out of the way, anyhow. Now let's get on with our
regular daily life." But are these hopes well founded or are we
merely making the best of what we had not the force and virtue to
stop ? That is the question that the English-speaking peoples in all
their lands must ask themselves to-day. Is this the end, or is there
more to come ?
There is another question which arises out of this. Can peace,
goodwill and confidence be built upon submission to wrong-doing
backed by force ? One may put this question in the largest form*
Has any benefit or progress ever been achieved by the human race
by submission to organised and calculated violence ? As we look
back over the long story of the nations we must see that, on the
contrary, their glory has been founded upon the spirit of resistance
to tyranny and injustice, especially when these evils seemed to be
backed by heavier force. Since the dawn of the Christian era a
certain way of life has slowly been shaping itself among the Western
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